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Correspondence from Germany 

 

Spremberg, on March 18, 1905 

 

 Following report was intended to 

be sent to the Volksblatt last year in 

October during hunting season, but I was 

prevented from doing so because several 

correspondences have been sent from 

Giddings, Texas to the local train master. 

It is the reason why I let the correspondent 

in Schleife write some reports. He and the 

correspondent in Warda are relatives and 

they write beautiful texts, - when they only 

come to write something. From the 

correspondent in Winchester is nothing 

more to hear, he has no time left to write, 

maybe because he must rock the baby? But 

enough of it. 

 The hunting animals include 

animals and species of birds such as: deer, 

rabbits, black grouses, partridges, 

pheasants, wild ducks, and snipes. Unlike 

the American one the little red squirrel is 

not enjoyable. We recently experienced 

here an increased number of a sort of wild 

rabbit that everyone in his own property 

might hunt since they do great damage to 

small trees, eating the bark. They are 

pretty much looking like the swamp rabbit 

in Texas, they are sold for 50 Pfennigs 

while the real rabbit cost 3 or 4 Marks. 

 Among the predators we can see 

here are the fox, the marten and the dog. 

Among the birds the goshawk is to 

mention who is as large as the biggest 

species in Texas, however less numerous, 

and also some grey pigeon hawks. 

 Last year in the vicinity of Sabrod 

someone saw a predator that could catch 

and eat deer. Because nobody else could 

see it, it was impossible to know what it 

was, but it was nevertheless given a name: 

“Tiger of Sabrodt.” You could often read 

in the newspapers reports about what the 

tiger of Sabrodt did and about whom had 

seen it. But it was not easy to catch the 

tiger. This tiger story had been around for 

2 years already when eventually it was 

shot dead on a hunt. Then it turned out that 

this monster was a big male wolf. Since 

wolves are not so common here, it’s been 

displayed around as a curiosity, and you 

had to pay 10 Pfennigs to see it or to buy a 

picture of it. Then the same wolf was sent 

to the next city to another display, and so 

the tiger story made a fair amount of 

money. But enough about it. 

 The weather here is now quite 

warm, we had around 40-50º Fahrenheit 

during all of March. A few songbirds have 

already set up, not all of them: swallows, 

redstarts, wagtails and the cuckoo will not 

appear until the end of April. 

 There was a fair in Spremberg on 

March 15, with a market for horses, cattle, 

and pigs. There were few buyers for pigs 

since there is a lack of pig feed. Many 

farmers who have little properties need to 

buy everything this Spring, from bread to  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

cattle feed. Potatoes cost 4 Marks 50 

Pfennigs per hundredweight and it’s 

delivered from abroad with the train. From 

France come a lot of hay, beets and 

various feeds. Rye is not expensive, 11 to 

12 Marks per bushel. Firewood is far less 

expensive than 20 years ago. For example, 

if you spend 6 Marks for brushwood, you 

have fuel for the entire year to come. 

Wood from the monastery costs 8 Marks. 

There is still a lot of forest here, an area of 

100,000 acres. Here is Duke Armins 

Spremberg City Forest, Graustein 

Türkendorf, Schönheide, Liskauer, 

Zersches, Neustadt, Zulner, Neudener, and 

even more large landowners with common 

borders, and so is firewood cheaper but 

lumber on the contrary very expensive. 

 Enough for this time. 

With greetings to the readers. 

  M. H. Railway Man 

 

Translated by Hélène Yèche  
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